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The church organizations were as much involved
in the war and in the reconstruction as were secular
institutions. Before the war every religious or-
ganization having members North and South, ex-
cept the Catholic Church and the Jews, had sepa-
rated into independent Northern and Southern
bodies. In each section church feeling ran high,
and when the war came the churches support-
ed the armies. As the Federal armies occupied
Southern territory, the church buildings of each
denomination were turned over to the correspond-
ing Northern body, and Southern ministers were
permitted to remain only upon agreeing to con-
duct "loyal services, pray for the President of the
United States and for Federal victories" and to
foster "loyal sentiment." The Protestant Epis-
copal churches in Alabama were closed from Sep-
tember to December, 1865, and some congrega-
tions were dispersed by the soldiers because Bish-
op Wilmer had directed his clergy to omit the
prayer for President Davis but had substituted no
other. The ministers of non-liturgical churches
were not so easily controlled. A Georgia Method-
ist preacher directed by a Federal officer to pray
for the President said afterwards: "I prayed for
the President that the Lord would take out of him